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ernment was established by necessity to protect its citi-
zens and mediate disputes. When someone acts care-
lessly freedom is tossed out the door and a new law is
drafted. It is unfortunate that this is the way of things. I
cannot complain for we still live in the greatest country in
the world.

Due to someone’s careless wiring practices we lost a small
piece of liberty. The Missouri State Senate has drafted
legislation to curb unscrupulous satellite dish and secu-
rity alarm installers. In its current form, Senate bill 990
proposes the formation of a State Low-Voltage Regula-
tory Board. Six board members would be appointed: three
from the National Sound Contractors Association and
three from the Missouri Burglar and Fire Alarm Associa-
tion. Potentially, this board would oversee licensing and
regulating installers of any low-voltage wiring (anything
below 50 volts) in the State.

As originally drafted, this legislation could have had a di-
rect effect on anyone practicing broadcast engineering in
the state. Don Hicks, president of the Missouri
Broadcaster’s Association (MBA), has followed this bill
closely. He assisted the bill’s author, Senator John Louden,
with language for a waiver to exempt broadcast engineer-
ing. At this point, it looks as though the bill will stay intact
with the waiver through its committee review.

Here is a brief overview of the bill that was posted to the
state of Missouri Senate website:

SCS/SB 990 - This act creates both a high- and a low-
voltage licensing board relating to the electrical industry
to be located within the Division of Professional Registra-
tion. Each board shall have seven members who are ap-
pointed by the Governor and confirmed by the Senate.
Members of each board shall serve four-year staggered
terms with an eight-year term limit. Each board will meet
at least four times annually, and members may be reim-
bursed for expenses and receive compensation of up to
$50 per day.

Last Month's Meeting
The January meeting was held at Don Chilitos Restau-
rant. The program was provided by Kirk Harnack or Telos
Systems and Omnia Audio. His presentation focused on
the applicaiton of computer technology to route and con-
trol audio via IP and Ethernet networks. Harnack dis-
cussed the problems inherent in real-time, low-latency
audio over IP and how they can be overcome. He also
examined several implementations  of the technology.

Lunch was provided by Telos/Omnia.

Chairman’s Chat
By Kirk Chestnut, CSRE
Energetic Government
Since its inception, our American society (and govern-
ment for that matter) has evolved from the simple times
of the Revolution to a complex and confused world. What
would our founding fathers think if they could see just
how far their “Great Experiment” has gone? It is pretty
amazing that a set of principles set down on paper would
survive more than 200 years of challenges.

Simply put, I believe the founding fathers intended to cre-
ate an environment where every man and woman could
succeed in life without being micro-managed by a strong
central government. Thomas Jefferson, drafter of the
Declaration of Independence said to James Madison, “I
am not a friend to a very energetic government. It is al-
ways oppressive.”

Self-rule was the ideal, but selfishness is the reality. Gov-
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Thursday, February 12, Denny’s Restaurant
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Telephone codecs and audio over IP. Broadcasters General Store has arranged for Art Constantine
of CCS/Musicam USA to present a program on digital audio transmission systems and ways to
connect different types of telephone codecs. The presentation will include a discussion of the new
products supporting high quality real-time bi-directional audio over IP transmission systems.

Broadcasters General Store will provide lunch. A map to the restaurant is available at the SBE59 website.             
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The act also establishes state licensing requirements for
low- and high-voltage electrical contractors. Contractors
practicing prior to March 1, 2004, may apply for a waiver
of requirements under some circumstances. Other prac-
ticing contractors may apply for a two-year limited, non-
renewable license while they await passing a state ex-
amination. The division may establish licensing fees to
cover administrative costs and may develop reciprocal
licensing agreements with other states. Each respective
board may file complaints against contractors with the Ad-
ministrative Hearing Commission and suspend or revoke
licenses if warranted by the Commission’s findings. Vio-
lators of licensing requirements are guilty of a Class B
misdemeanor.

Here is an excerpt from the waiver:

Section A. Chapter 324 324.808 (6) “...however, electri-
cal contracting shall not include work done by any em-
ployee of an electric utility corporation, municipal utility,
rural electric cooperative, federally licensed radio and
television broadcast stations, telecommunications
companies, as defined by subdivision 5 of section
386.020, RSMo, or private broadcast engineering
contractors possessing a valid Society of Broadcast
Engineers certification...”

If the bill were to go to the Senate without the broadcast
waiver, the MBA and the Missouri chapters of the Society
of Broadcast Engineers would urge its members who are
residents of the state of Missouri as well as organizations
who own and operate broadcast facilities within the state
to contact their respective Senators and ask them to vote
against this bill.

We may have dodged a bullet this time, but now that a
precedent has been set to regulate installers we may
have to battle again another day. I, like Thomas Jefferson,
wish that every member of society would do his or her
part to be self-governing. This bill might accomplish many
good things for consumers, but it has opened the door
for future regulation.

Surround Sound Seminar Comes to KC
The Kansas City section of the Audio Engineering Soci-
ety has arranged to host Fits and Starts Productions in
presenting a seminar that will focus on multichannel sur-
round audio, especially the DTS and SRS Circle surround
encoding processes. The presenter is Mike Sokol The
presentation will cover production techniques including
speaker positioning, laser alignment, bass-management
crossover points, SPL calibration and 5.1/7.1 microphone
and mixing techniques.
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The seminar will be held on Feb. 18 at 6 p.m. at the Per-
forming Arts Center at Kansas City Kansas Community
College. The address is 7250 State Ave.

The Performing Arts Center is on the north end of the
main building. When parking in the campus lots, park head
in or you will be ticketed by the campus police.

Special thanks to the Kansas City AES for arranging this
seminar and inviting the SBE.

SBE59 Meets with AES and IEEE
On April 15, 2004 the Kansas City Chapter of the IEEE
Computer Society and the Kansas City Section of the Au-
dio Engineering Society have arranged a joint meeting and
tour. A social hour and dinner will be held at the Wyndham
Garden Hotel at I-435 and Metcalf in Overland Park. The
social hour begins at 5:30 p.m. Dinner will be served at
6:30 and feature sirloin kabobs with bell peppers, onions
and mushrooms with oven-roasted new potatoes.

At 7:30 the group will head to the Sprint Visual Communi-
cations Center for a tour and mini-presentations related
to video and audio technologies. The Sprint VCC is at
6300 Sprint Pkwy. The building is also called Carver B.
Park in Garage P in the spaces marked Sprint Experi-
ence. Enter the campus by taking Lamar off 119th Street,
then turn right to the garage.

An RSVP is required to april@ieee-kc.org. Include your
name, daytime phone number and the names of those
in your party. If you register by April 12 dinner costs $18
for members and guests, and $10 for students. After April
12, dinner costs $20 for members and guests, and $12
for students.

FCC Approves KMAJ-FM Move to Shawnee
In a Report and Order issued Jan. 13, the FCC’s Audio
Division approved a petition from Cumulus to downgrade
KMAJ-FM from a Class C to a Class C1. The ruling also
reassigns the city of license from Topeka to Shawnee, KS.

The FCC noted that the change of community will provide
Shawnee with its first local aural service, while Topeka
will continue to receive local service from nine stations.

As a Class C1 facility, the reallotment will result in KMAJ’s
70 dBu contour covering 43.8 percent of the Kansas City
urbanized area. The change takes effect on March 8. ‘RF IS GOOD FOR YOU!’

Part Of The C.L. Kreger Companies, Inc.
Next EAS Required Monthly Test

February 24
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Computer Connection
By Steve Epstein, CPBE CBNT
Protect Your Investment
Let’s face it, the biggest investment in computer systems
today isn’t money, it’s time. Whether it is the time spent
inputting data or trying to recover from its loss, we spend
plenty of time at a computer keyboard.

I will assume you have a backup system in place that
regularly saves critical data to some sort of backup me-
dia. If not, getting that in place needs to be first on your
priority list. Beyond regular backups,
there are numerous things that can
be done to reduce the chances of
losing your data or your machine.
Let’s start with the uninteruptible
power supply (UPS).

Are your machines protected by a
UPS? If so, does it work? I recently
had a UPS that continued to pass AC
through it, but when it was needed
(power failure) I discovered the DC
side was out of commission. Luckily
I was working on a laptop at the time
and its batteries kicked in. Implement
a regular routine of checking all
emergency power sources—you
regularly check the backup genera-
tor at the transmitter, right? If you
have UPSs on your network, make
sure that all the interconnection hard-
ware will also remain powered up. It
does little good to have the client
computer and the server remain on
after a power failure if the hub/switch
connecting them has lost power.

When you check your backup systems ensure that you
do it in accordance with the manufacturer’s recommen-
dations. Many UPS systems require a ground connection
to safely endure the switch from utility power to backup
power. When you simply pull the plug you can cause dam-
age to internal components by removing that connection
to ground. Using the test switch, or throwing the breaker
is usually a safer alternative. (Make sure nothing impor-
tant is on that breaker if you decide to go that route.)

Beyond the UPS, do you have an up-to-date emergency
repair disk for each of your Windows systems? Each
Microsoft operating system handles creation and use of
an emergency repair disk differently. Having one is criti-
cal to properly rebuilding a machine without having to

wipe the drive and reinstall everything. Some useful in-
formation about emergency repair disks is available at
http://labmice.techtarget.com/troubleshooting/ERD.htm.
The time to make one is now, while the systems are func-
tional, not after they have crashed.

Other items to include in your regular computer periodic
maintenance (PM) are deleting of temporary and old files,
defragmenting hard disks, and ensuring the latest updates
are installed, especially security updates.

All of us are familiar with preventive
maintenance for broadcast sys-
tems, but PM for computer systems
may not be part of our daily routine.
Take the time to properly perform
PM on your computer systems. Do-
ing so will likely keep those systems
running properly, and may even
keep the next round of viruses out
of your facility.

Management Training for
Broadcast Engineers
The dates have been established for
the 2004 SBE Leader Skills Semi-
nars. The SBE will present this out-
standing opportunity for broadcast
engineers to receive management
training—people skills training if you
will—for the 8th consecutive year.
Course I will be held June 2 to 4 and
Course II will be held August 11 to
13. Both courses will be held at the
Marten House hotel and Conference
Center in Indianapolis. Participants

in Course II must have already attended Course 1 this
year or in the past. The seminar leader will be Dick Cupka,
who has taught leader skills for more than 35 years across
the USA and in several other countries. More than 1,000
broadcast engineers have taken part in this program since
its inception. For more information, contact Angel Bates
at the SBE National office at 317-846-9000 or
abates@sbe.org.

Ennes Workshop Planned for NAB2004
The SBE and the Ennes Educational Foundation Trust
will once again present a special Ennes Workshop during
the NAB spring convention in Las Vegas. Fred
Baumgartner, CPBE CBNT, an Ennes Trustee, has orga-
nized this educational event and will be the lead modera-
tor. Assisting him will be Andrea Cummis, CBT CTO, of
Oxygen Network and Bill Hayes of Iowa Public TV.
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PROFESSIONAL VIDEO SUPPLY INC

Ned Soseman
Sales Engineer

(913) 492-1787
9201 Cody FAX (913) 859-0787
Overland Park, KS 66214 E-mail: neds@pvskc.com

Cell: (913) 558-4870

Michael Troje
TDM Broadcast Services, LLC

10 Acorn Drive Office: (651) 306-1030
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BROADCAST AUTOMATION SOLUTIONS

Regional Sales Representative for

The program is titled It’s an IT World. Converting Broad-
cast Operations to an Information Technology Platform.
Watch for details of the program in the next issue of the
SBE Signal and at the SBE website at www.sbe.org.

To attend the sessions, full-conference registration is re-
quired. SBE members can receive a discount on registra-
tion by using the SBE registration form. Details on this
registration form are in the following article.

SBE Members Can Save on NAB2004 Registration
To take advantage of the SBE’s partner registration dis-
count—a savings of $200 from the non-member NAB
convention rate—SBE members must use the special
SBE Partner registration form. Access the form at
www.sbe.org/NAB04_RegForm_6B_SBE.pdf. A link to
the form is also available on the SBE59 website. While
the NAB member rate is the least expensive, the SBE
partner rate provides a cost savings for individuals whose
stations are not NAB members.

Nominations For SBE Fellow Sought
The SBE Fellowship Committee is now accepting nomi-
nations of qualified members to be considered for recog-
nition as SBE Fellows.

The Fellow designation is the most distinguished recog-
nition presented to members by the Society. Members of
the SBE may earn the Fellowship rank through several
paths of achievement including conspicuous service, valu-
able contributions to the advancement of broadcast engi-
neering or its allied professions, or by disseminating their
knowledge and promoting its application in practice. The
names of nominees are brought to the Board of Directors
for consideration and election. Only 62 members have
been recognized with the Fellow honor in the Society’s
nearly 40-year history.

Candidates for election to Fellow must be proposed in
writing by a voting member. The nomination must include
an appropriate and complete history of the nominee and
the endorsement of at least five other voting members.
Nominations are confidential. Candidates should not be
aware that they have been nominated. Nominations for
the year 2004 must be received no later than March 31
for consideration. Recipients will be notified by the SBE
Secretary and will receive their award at the SBE National
Awards Dinner in October in Boston, during the SBE 2004
National Meeting.

Send nominations to Martin Sandberg, CPBE; Chairman,
SBE Fellowship Committee; 9807 Edgecove Drive; Dal-
las, TX 75238-1535 or to sandytex@swbell.net.           
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c/o Radio magazine (Scherer)
9800 Metcalf
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Upcoming Meetings and Events
February 12  BGS/Musicam USA - Telephone

Codecs and Audio Over IP

February 18  - Surround Sound Seminar
Arranged by the Kansas City section of the

Audio Engineering Society

March 11 RF Specialties Barbecue

April 8 Focus Enhancements - Digital
Video Direct to Edit

April 15 - Sprint Voice and
Communications Center Tour

Joint meeting with the KC IEEE Computer Society
and the KC Audio Engineering Society.

SBE59 Officers

SBE59 Committees

Chairman ..............................Kirk Chestnut, CSRE ............... Entercom Kansas City ............... (913) 677-6462 ................ kchestnut@entercom.com
Vice Chairman ..................... Michael Douthat ....................... KCUR-FM .................................. (816) 235-2880 ........................ douthatm@umkc.edu
Secretary/Treasurer .............Ben Weiss, CPBE .................... KMXV-FM/KSRC-FM ................. (816) 931-5506 x546 ............ benw@cbsradiokc.com
Past Chairman ..................... Chriss Scherer, CSRE CBNT ... Radio magazine ......................... (913) 967-7201 ....................... chriss@broadcast.net

Programs .............................Michael Douthat ....................... KCUR-FM .................................. (816) 235-2880 ........................ douthatm@umkc.edu
EAS K.C. Operational Area ..Kirk Chestnut, CSRE ............... Entercom Kansas City ............... (913) 677-6462 ................ kchestnut@entercom.com
Certification, Newsletter .....Chriss Scherer, CSRE CBNT ... Radio magazine ......................... (913) 967-7201 ....................... chriss@broadcast.net
Frequency Coordination .....Bob Schneider ......................... KSMO-TV62 .............................. (913) 621-6262 ............ bschneid@ksmo.sbgnet.com
Website ................................Steve Epstein, CPBE CBNT .... BroadcastBuyersGuide.com ...... (816) 582-4604 . steve@BroadcastBuyersGuide.com

Chapter 59 e-mail: sbe59@broadcast.net                               Chapter 59 list server: sbe-kc@broadcast.net

Wanted: Your News and Information
The SBE59 newsletter, The Communicator, is published
every month as a service to the members, sponsors and
guests of SBE Chapter 59. We are always looking for in-
formation on what is happening at stations and facilities
around Kansas City. Have you hired someone new? Have
you received a promotion? Have you installed some new
equipment? Tell us about it and share it with your engi-
neering colleagues. Send any of your stories or ideas to a
chapter officer or e-mail them to sbe59@broadcast.net.
Articles published in The Communicator will qualify for
SBE recertification points.


