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Meeting Notice

Thursday, July 12, Network Integration Services

17795 W 106 Street; Olathe, KS; 913-339-2300
Gather at 11:30 a.m., lunch served at 11:45, meeting at noon
Data center power and cooling. Broadcast facilities have always depended on reliable power and
proper cooling, and as more businesses rely on data, they, too, are realizing the importance of maintaining the
technical facilities.
Obie Dixon and Reid Graham of Network Integration Services, an IT engineering and consulting firm, will discuss
methods of ensuring data and hardware reliability and provide a tour of the company’s facility.
Lunch from Jack Stack will be provided. The facility is located near the intersection of Ridgeview and K-10. The
address is a new location, and some online maps may not provide accurate directions. Google Maps has the
correct location.
Last Month's Meeting
Robin proposed that the chapter consider a seasonal dinBy Ben Weiss, CPBE
ner outing that would include spouses or significant othThe June meeting of Chapter 59 of the Society of Broad- ers. The occasion could be held at a restaurant and be
cast Engineers was held June 15, 2007 at Penton in Over- somewhat more formal. The dinner event would be in adland Park. There were 10 in attendance.
dition to the regularly scheduled monthly
Robin Cross, chairman, called the business More Inside:
meeting during December. Also discussed
Chairman’s Chat
meeting to order at 12:20 p.m.
was the chapter’s annual picnic. Ed Treese
.............................. 2
will set a date that he can host it, once again,
at his Lake Lotawana home.
Ben Weiss read the minutes of the May RF Safety Seminar
.............................. 3
meeting. The motion to approve the minutes was made by Chriss Scherer and the TV Coverage Website
The chapter webmaster position was again
.............................. 4
second by Dave Buell; passed.
discussed. John Gray has helped Chris
HTML and CMS
Castro update the site. John indicated that
.............................. 4
the look and features of the website need
Chriss Scherer, chapter certification chairto be refreshed. It was suggested that John
man, noted that he proctored one certifica- EAS Opps in Illinois
.............................. 5
take on the complete website responsibility
tion exam in June. He reminded us that the
to reduce Chris Castro’s chapter workload.
next certification exams would be given in Internet Day of Silence
.............................. 6
Robin made the appointment and named
August but that the deadline to register had
John as the chapter webmaster.
already passed. Registration for the Novem- Upcoming meetings
.............................. 6
ber exams is still open.
Chriss Scherer mentioned that the SBEAccording to Mike Rogers, chapter program chairman, sponsored RF Safety seminar is scheduled for June 27
the July meeting program will be provided by Network at 1 p.m. It will be a webcast, and it will be hosted at the
Integration Services. The August meeting may be an on- Kansas City Emergency Operations Center. Advance regsite tour of the Richland Kansas City tower. Mike indi- istration to attend the event is required through the nacated that he is always open for suggestions for future tional SBE office and the cost is $75 per person, part of
which will be reimbursed by chapter 59.
meeting locations and program topics.
There was no frequency coordination report and no EAS
report.

The motion to adjourn was by Darrell Nickolaus and the
second by Chriss.

There was a discussion about meeting programs and the
content vs. purpose of them. Is it OK to have a program
presented by an equipment vendor with less educational
value or should programs only be presented that have
educational value? The consensus was that vendors
would be welcome to present programs that have both
sales pitches and educational information.

The meeting program was given by John Gray, director
!
Certification Exam Dates
"
Exam Date
Location
App. Deadline
Aug 10 - 20, 2007 Local Chapter
Closed
Nov 9 - 19, 2007 Local Chapter
Sep 21, 2007
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Audio Test & Measurement Systems
Kansas & Oklahoma representative:
Ron Fisher & Associates, Inc.
9802 East 37th Place, Tulsa, OK 74146
Tel: (918) 665-8899 Fax: (425) 930-9128
E-mail: rfai@swbell.net
5750 SW Arctic Drive
Beaverton, OR 97005
US Toll Free: 1-800-231-7350
(503) 627-0832 Fax: (503) 641-8906
Web site: www.audioprecision.com

JIM SHAW
SALES ENGINEER
12012 W. 100 TERRACE
LENEXA , K ANSAS 66215
PHONE 913-492-2877 • FAX 913-492-2877
www.burstvideo.com
jshaw@everestkc.net

of research and development for V-Soft Communications.
He provided an overview of RF mapping software by contrasting legacy methods vs. grid-based, Longley-Rice and
other methods. His presentation also included an overview of terrain data sets and a discussion of the differences between NAD27, NAD83 and WGS84 mapping.
He concluded his presentation by providing examples of
various maps made with V-Soft programs.
The pizza lunch was provided by V-Soft Communications.
Chairman’s Chat
Be an Active Part
By Robin Cross
Last month I mentioned that I would share some thoughts
about goals for the chapter. I’ve had some time to consider some ideas, and here’s what I came up with.
• Increase attendance at meetings
It seems that the same small core of about eight people
attend every meeting. While it’s good to see the regulars every month, there are more than 50 people
attached to chapter 59. I hope to see more of our
chapter members at upcoming meetings.
What can we do to encourage you to attend a meeting?
We often hold meetings at lunch. Should we hold some
evening meetings? If so, how many?
The broader question to ask is what would make the SBE
more valuable to you? How much do you value the SBE?

Rick Jennings
Power Systems Manager
2405 Nicholson, Kansas City, MO 64120-1671 • 816-245-5400 • Fax 816-245-5435
www.cometind.com • rjennings@cometind.com

Stand-by, Special Application & Prime Power Systems
Mobile, RV, Marine & Portable Generators
24 Hour Generator Service & Maintenance

• Encourage more TV participation
The regular group leans heavily toward radio. Even
when we arrange a TV-related program, the attendance
favors radio. You can help the chapter help you. Suggest some TV and video-related programs, and then
come to the meeting.
• Arrange more tour-based programs
I’m not originally from this area, so I enjoy visiting other
stations. Even if you have lived here all your life, I’m
sure that you enjoy visiting other stations.

Michael Troje
Sales Manager
4212Buckner Blvd.
Dallas, TX 75227
mtroje@contelec.com

Chriss Scherer tries to ensure that at least one newsletter
is sent to every station. Is a copy of the newsletter posted
in a common area at your facility for everyone to see? If
not, post yours.

Phone: 214-275-2319
Fax: 214-381-3250
Cell: 651-295-7121

Let’s not limit ourselves just to broadcast facilities. There
are plenty of possibilities for technical tours that are not
necessarily media outlets. Some of the more interesting
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and well attended tours have not been broadcast facilities:
the FAA flight center, the movie theater, the KCPL power
facility. Help us identify more tour sites. Be sure to share
your ideas for meeting tours with Mike Rogers or me.
We’re all a part of the chapter, and we can all help to keep it
strong and active. Help the chapter grow and remain active.
Last month I also mentioned that I would like to begin a
column in this newsletter that provides you with a voice to
the chapter. The column will be called Local Broadcast,
and your opinion is important. Take a moment and prepare some comments. Send them to Chriss Scherer or to
me. You can be a part of the localism of this newsletter.

4100 Main Street
Kansas City, MO 64111
816-931-0250
Fax 816-753-2595

Vykki Olman
vykkio@eskc.com

RAUN L. HAMILTON

I’ll see you at the next meeting.

Vice President &
General Manager

SBE RF Safety Seminar
By Ben Weiss, CPBE
I attended the first SBE RF Safety Seminar on June 27.
SBE59 arranged to host one of the host sites, and we
met at the Kansas City EOC. Overall, I thought that the
seminar was most worthwhile. There were a couple of
times when the presentation was sidetracked, but the information presented was very informative. Because this
was the first presentation, I expect that it will be streamlined as it develops.

417-881-4677
800-299-4387
FAX 417-881-8753

ELECTRONIC
VIDEO SYSTEMS
• BROADCAST
• INDUSTRIAL
• CCTV
• AUDIO VISUAL

www.evsinc.com
e-mail: raunh@evsinc.com
2029 West Woodland
Springfield, MO 65807

KENNEDY’S
ENG/RFP PRODUCTS

The handout included the Power Point presentation.
There’s plenty of good information contained within it.

“SERVING THE BROADCAST INDUSTRY SINCE 1978”

Chad Brown and I have attended another company’s RF
Site Safety Awareness training last September in Kansas
City. I believe that the SBE session was better targeted to
broadcast engineers. It also took less time and was considerably cheaper.
There was one interesting fact presented during the session. A rat’s resonate frequency is about 300MHz, while
an average man’s resonate frequency is about 100MHz.
That’s why subjecting one’s body to the strong field of a
radiating FM antenna can be detrimental over time.
I was disappointed that the Kansas City seminar venue
was not full of attendees. It was a great opportunity to
learn valuable information by attending the seminar here
in our own market. The next seminars probably won’t be
so convenient, although I am told that Kansas Chapter 3
is hosting one of the next events.
Two more RF Safety Seminar dates have been set: July
25 and August 2. Contact the SBE national office for information on attending.

109 W MIDWAY DRIVE
EULESS, TX 76039

(817) 283-8321
FAX (817) 283-6514
www.kennedyseng.com
kent@kennedyseng.com

KENT KENNEDY

Northland Electrical Services LLC
Serving Kansas City
and the Surrounding Area

[

Tom Presley
6103 N.W. Klamm
Kansas City, MO 64151

New Generator & ATS Installations
Panel Breakers, ATS & Genset Replacement
After-Hours Scheduling for Broadcast Work
www.NorthlandElectrical.com

816-510-3437 cell

www.broadcast.net/~sbe59
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Tpresley@kc.rr.com

816-746-6718 office

816-746-3803 fax
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New Online Resource for TV Coverage
Determination
By John Gray
A new website was recently brought to my attention that
may be of interest to some in the group. It is the TV Fool
website, found online at www.tvfool.com.

PROFESSIONAL VIDEO SUPPLY INC
Brad Bartholemew
President
(913) 492-1787
9201 Cody
FAX (913) 859-0787
Overland Park, KS 66214 E-mail: bradb@pvskc.com

®
OF MISSOURI

Christopher L. Kreger
Vice President & Secretary
22406 NE 159th Street
Kearney, MO 64060

‘RF IS GOOD FOR YOU!’

fax (816) 628-4508
(800) 467-RFRF
rfmo@uniteone.net
www.rfspec.com

Part Of The C.L. Kreger Companies, Inc.

Christine Chinchilla
Broadcast Sales Specialist

40W267 Keslinger Road
P.O. Box 393
LaFox, IL 60147-0393
Toll Free: (800) 882-3872
Phone: (630) 208-2401
Fax: (630) 208-2450
E-Mail: chrisc@rell.com

broadcast.rell.com

SM

David Denton
Senior Vice President - Sales and Marketing
Direct:
400 N. Ashley Drive
Fax:
Suite 3010
Cell:
Tampa, FL 33602-4354
Toll Free:
ddenton@RichlandTowers.com
www.RichlandTowers.com

813.579.4235
813.579.4236
813.334.8833
813.827.4349

This website has two main features.
1. It provides access to data files that can be used with
Google Earth to show Longley/Rice based coverage maps
for TV stations. These files must be downloaded by TV
market as torrents (so you must have a Bit Torrent client
to get them).
2. Its second and more interesting feature is the ability to
take a street address (or latitude/longitude coordinates)
and produce a display of the signal levels of all the nearby
stations. It also shows the azimuth to each station, the
actual channel being used for broadcast, the ‘virtual’ channel, and network each station is affiliated with. The site
uses information from the FCC’s station database for its
calculations. It appears to be in somewhat of a work in
progress state, however as it is now it gives some information that is very useful when trying to determine what
stations should be received at a given location.
Content Management Systems
By John Gray
Chapter 59 is about to get a new website. As part of the
site redesign, we will likely move the site to a new hosting
server. While the actual hosted location is transparent to
a site user, the discussion of this among some of the chapter members prompted some questions about websites.
That discussion was the catalyst for creating this article.
The site that the chapter has maintained for many years
is a series of stand-alone HTML pages. The new site is
being designed to work with a content management system. In the beginning, HTML was developed as a way to
tell the computer viewing a website what it should look
like. In essence, the main purpose of a Web server is to
send HTML descriptions and graphics files to the end user.
The first websites were generally just one long page of
information. Before long it was discovered that cramming
all the information for a website into one page had some
usability issues, so people started breaking sites up into
several different pages. This is still the most common
Next EAS Required Monthly Test: July 31
The RMT is sent on the last Tuesday of the month
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method used today.
This, however, presents a problem. Because of the way
HTML is designed, the content for the page and the overall layout and navigation information for the site must be
included with each page. This means that if each page
has a common navigation menu, a change on one page
must be made to every other page on the site. This quickly
becomes a development nightmare if there are more than
a few pages.
One early solution to this problem is to use frames. This
aspect of the HTML specification allows a browser to display multiple pages at once. This is how the existing SBE59
website is created. In our case, the content is on the right
and the navigation is on the left. These are separate Web
pages. By doing this, a single Web page is maintained to
handle the entire site’s navigation.
While this method has administration advantages, the
main drawbacks are that the site is not properly indexed
by search engines, and it is difficult to send a link to specific page of the site.

Kurt Caruthers
Director of Sales, Central Region
kcaruthers@sundig.com
913.307.0333
545 E. John Carpenter Frwy, Ste 200
Irving, TX 75062

www.sundancedigital.com

BROADCAST AUTOMATION SOLUTIONS

Another method is to manage a site with a software program such as Dreamweaver. The main drawback to this
program is the cost.
Other approaches involve the PHP scripting language,
with which the server evaluates or runs scripts to generate the HTML for the pages as needed. The downside of
a pure PHP site is that not only does the administrator
need to be familiar with HTML, but he also needs to understand programming and the Perl syntax.

Harry Benson
Industrial Sales Manager
708-946-9500
www.ued.net

The latest method is a content management system
(CMS), which is a software layer that exists between the
content/design of the site and the final HTML that is sent
to the end user. I am currently developing a redesign of
the chapter website with a CMS.
Accidental EAN Message Sent in Illinois
During morning drive on June 26, an accidental Emergency Activation Notification (EAN) was sent through the
Emergency Alert System. According to reports, an emergency management office was testing the system, which
was supposed to be offline, but instead was distributed
through the EAS network. No explanation has yet been
given as to why an alert code was used instead of a test
code. The EAS responded as it should have and distributed the message to stations throughout Illinois and in
the St. Louis area.

CARL SMITH
SALES AND CUSTOMER SERVICE
605 Kansas Ave.
Kansas City, KS 66105
2 Cool Springs Road
O’Fallon, MO 63366

www.broadcast.net/~sbe59

913-342-0113
800-886-8658
fax 913-342-0138
c.smith@wholesalebatteries.net
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Upcoming Chapter Meetings and Events
June 26: Internet Radio Day of Silence
As part of a protest for the retroactive increase in streaming royalty rates, Internet radio observed a day of silence.

July 12
Data Center Power and Cooling
Obie Dixon and Reid Graham
Network Integration Services

August 9
Program TBD - Call Mike Rogers with ideas
Location TBA

September 13
Networked audio and Codecs
Gerardo Vargas, AEQ
Location TBA
Do you have a suggestion for a program topic?
Please share it with Mike Rogers.

The Copyright Royalty Board sets the fees that webcasters
pay, and in March 2007 the CRB increased the royalty
payment rate by 300% from about 1/19 of a cent to 1/7 of
a cent. When the new rate was set, it was made retroactive to cover the previous 15 months.
SaveNetRadio.org organized the protest, and according to
online reports, Live365, Yahoo, Pandora and nearly every
major online streaming provider observed the protest.

SBE59 Officers
Chairman .................................. Robin Cross ................................................................................. KCUR-FM ... 816- 235-2880 ................ crossr@umkc.edu
Vice Chairman .......................... Dave Buell .................................................... University of Central Missouri ... 660-441-7421 ................. dbuell@ucmo.edu
Secretary/Treasurer ................. Ben Weiss, CPBE .................... KMXV-FM/KCKC-FM/KFKF-FM/KBEQ-FM ... 816-753-4000 ............ bweiss@wilkskc.com
Past Chairman .......................... Matt Kinnan, CEV CBNT ............................................ Taketwo Productions ... 816-471-6554 ............ mkinnan@taketwo.tv

SBE59 Committees
Certification .............................. Chriss Scherer, CPBE CBNT ............................................ Radio magazine ... 913-967-7201 ................. cscherer@sbe.org
EAS K.C. Operational Area ....... Kirk Chestnut, CSRE ................................................ Entercom Kansas City ... 913-677-6462 .... kchestnut@entercom.com
Frequency Coordination ......... Chris Castro, CBT ........................................................................ KSHB-TV ... 816-932-4304 ................. castro@kshb.com
Newsletter ................................. Chriss Scherer, CPBE CBNT ............................................ Radio magazine ... 913-967-7201 ................. cscherer@sbe.org
Programs .................................. Michael Rogers .................................................. Rogers Broadcast Service ... 913-486-6122 ........ mrogers@everestkc.net
Website ..................................... John Gray ............................................................... V-Soft Communications ... 913-693-7744 .................. jgray@v-soft.com

Chapter 59 e-mail: sbe59@yahoo.com

SBE Chapter 59

c/o Radio magazine (Scherer)
9800 Metcalf
Overland Park, KS 66212

Chapter 59 list server: sbe-kc@yahoogroups.com

