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Meeting Notices

Saturday, September 8, Ed Treese’s Lake House

Lot U-2; Lake Lotawana, MO; 913-484-4134 or 913-522-1543
The grilling begins at 12 noon. See page 5 for directions.
Annual picnic. Our annual social gathering takes us to Lake Lotawana for a light afternoon of fun and
food. Ed Treese has graciously invited us to his lake house for our annual social event. The chapter will handle the
burgers, dogs, drinks and chips. Bring a lawn chair just in case there aren’t enough chairs.
Chapter members and guests are invited, as are their significant others. There will not be a formal meeting.

Thursday, September 13, Zarda Barbecue
11931 W 87th St., Lenexa, KS; 913-492-2330
Gather at 11:30 a.m., lunch served at 11:45 a.m., meeting and program begin at 12:15 p.m.
Digital consoles and routers. Gerardo Vargas of AEQ will discuss the architecture and design of a digital console and
routing system with an emphasis on the approach used by AEQ in its Arena digital console and BC-2000D router. He
will cover console setup and operational aspects of the system as well.
Vargas will also have information on other AEQ equipment including telephone hybrids, ISDN codecs and RPUs.
2008. It seems that January or February are the best
Last Month's Meeting
months for the company to do it. A location for the event
By Ben Weiss, CPBE
The August meeting of SBE59 was held Aug. 9, 2007 at will be determined and the date set soon.
Don Chilitos Restaurant. There were five in
attendance. Robin Cross, chairman, called More Inside:
There was no other business, so Darrel
the business meeting to order at 12:10 p.m. Website News
Nickolaus moved to adjourn and John Gray
.............................. 2
seconded the motion.
Ben Weiss read the minutes of the July AMs and Translators
.............................. 3
meeting. The motion to approve the minWhile not a formal program, the remainder
IBOC
Rules Released
utes was made by Cross and seconded by
of the meeting time was devoted to a gen.............................. 3
Darrell Nickolaus; motion passed.
eral discussion of various station projects
SBE Elections
underway.
.............................. 4
Because of the low turnout, there were few
KTPK Project
committee reports.
Chairman’s Chat
.............................. 5
Digital Conversions
By Robin Cross
There was a lengthy discussion about the Directions to picnic
.............................. 5
I have been extremely busy with the conchapter website. John Gray has agreed to
version to Content Depot from NPR. What
take on the duties of the chapter webmaster. Converter Coupons
.............................. 6
is Content Depot?
He has spent considerable time revising and
updating the look and utility of the website. Upcoming meetings
.............................. 6
Gray remarked that it would be best if the
Content Depot is changing the way audio
website was moved to a new server and he
is delivered to NPR stations. Many of the
offered to provide space on his server. Also, he recom- live shows such as Morning Edition, Day-to-Day, Talk of
mended that the chapter secure the domain sbe59.org the Nation, and All things Considered are still delivered
as the new website address. Gray expects the cost to as a live digital audio stream. Almost all of the preresecure the domain to be about $100. Darrell Nickolaus corded programs are delivered in program segments.
made the motion to proceed with securing the domain The number of segments can vary from two to 11 deand Dave Buell seconded it. The motion carried unani- pending on the producer’s choice. The files are automously. [This effort has begun, and you can read more
about it later in this newsletter.]
"
Certification Exam Dates
#
There was a brief discussion about the date and place to
hold the RF Specialties barbecue appreciation lunch for

Exam Date
Nov 9 - 19, 2007

www.sbe59.org

Location
Local Chapter

App. Deadline
Sep 21, 2007
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Audio Test & Measurement Systems
Kansas & Oklahoma representative:
Ron Fisher & Associates, Inc.
9802 East 37th Place, Tulsa, OK 74146
Tel: (918) 665-8899 Fax: (425) 930-9128
E-mail: rfai@swbell.net
5750 SW Arctic Drive
Beaverton, OR 97005
US Toll Free: 1-800-231-7350
(503) 627-0832 Fax: (503) 641-8906
Web site: www.audioprecision.com

JIM SHAW
SALES ENGINEER
12012 W. 100 TERRACE
LENEXA , K ANSAS 66215
PHONE 913-492-2877 • FAX 913-492-2877
www.burstvideo.com
jshaw@everestkc.net

While this is my station’s current conversion, there’s a
larger conversion taking place.
More than two years ago, KCUR put an HD Radio transmitter on the air. Have you converted to HD Radio or
HDTV? Are you willing to share your story about the conversion? Is your station considering installing digital? What
method are you considering? Let us know. How do you
feel about the looming deadline for analog TV? Are there
any stations that can revert to their analog channel? What
does this process entail? What are you going to do with
your analog transmitter? Can it be converted to digital?
Inquiring minds want to know and you are the source. I
look forward to hearing from you.
Website News
By John Gray
The SBE59 website has a new look and a new URL. The
website can now be accessed by directing a Web browser
to www.sbe59.org.
The new website has been setup using the Drupal content management system (more information about it can
be found at www.drupal.org). This system will make adding and updating content easier and gives the site a more
modern look and feel.

Rick Jennings
Power Systems Manager
2405 Nicholson, Kansas City, MO 64120-1671 • 816-245-5400 • Fax 816-245-5435
www.cometind.com • rjennings@cometind.com

Stand-by, Special Application & Prime Power Systems
Mobile, RV, Marine & Portable Generators
24 Hour Generator Service & Maintenance

Most of the essential content from the old site has been
moved to the new site. If you notice any omissions or
errors please let me know at jgray@v-soft.com. I would
like the website to be as useful as possible for chapter
members, so if there is something we could add to the
site that you feel would be a benefit to you and others,
please let me know.
FCC Announces Final DTV Channel Assignments
The FCC has released a new DTV table that provides TV
stations across the country with their final channel assignments for broadcasting following the DTV transition on
Feb. 17, 2009. The new DTV table specifies channels for
more than 1,800 stations.

Michael Troje
Sales Manager
4212Buckner Blvd.
Dallas, TX 75227
mtroje@contelec.com

matically ingested into almost any of the various automation systems. This has helped many of the smallmarket NPR stations automate their air schedules and
reduce personnel costs. The conversion also alters how
live announcers produce their shows and involves some
training for those involved. This is mostly done in the
AES audio format using MP2 compression.

Phone: 214-275-2319
Fax: 214-381-3250
Cell: 651-295-7121

The new DTV table is based on the tentative channel
designations (TCDs) proposed in the seventh further

www.sbe59.org
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notice for eligible TV stations, which, in turn, resulted
from the channels that stations selected during the channel election process.
The table of assignments are available at fjallfoss.fcc.gov/
edocs_public/attachmatch/FCC-07-138A2.xls.
FCC Issues NPRM on AM Use of FM Translators
On July 14, 2006, the National Association of Broadcasters filed a petition for rulemaking proposing an amendment to the FCC Rules to allow AM broadcast stations to
operate FM translator stations. The NAB Petition proposed
that AM stations be permitted to license and/or use FM
translator stations to retransmit their AM service as a fillin service to rebroadcast the AM signal, provided that no
portion of the 60dBu contour of any such FM translator
station extends beyond the smaller of a 25-mile radius
from the AM transmitter site, or the 2mV/m daytime contour of the AM station. The FCC received more than 500
comments on the NAB petition, with the majority supporting the proposal.

4100 Main Street
Kansas City, MO 64111
816-931-0250
Fax 816-753-2595

RAUN L. HAMILTON
Vice President &
General Manager

ELECTRONIC
VIDEO SYSTEMS
• BROADCAST
• INDUSTRIAL
• CCTV
• AUDIO VISUAL

The FCC has issued a notice of proposed rule making
(NPRM) to enact rules to permit the use of FM translators
by AM stations. The FCC will also examine the issues
related to such a rule change, including the issue of program origination at night over FM translators by AM daytime-only stations.

• AM stations can commence night-time IBOC operations.
• FM stations can multicast without obtaining special temporary authority from the FCC.
• FM stations can use separate antennas for hybrid IBOC
operation without obtaining special temporary authority
from the FCC.
The FCC is still seeking some comments on various aspects, and Mexico has recently made some protests about
IBOC, so more information will likely be released by the
FCC at a later time.

417-881-4677
800-299-4387
FAX 417-881-8753
www.evsinc.com
e-mail: raunh@evsinc.com
2029 West Woodland
Springfield, MO 65807

KENNEDY’S
ENG/RFP PRODUCTS

Comments are due 60 days after the public notice appears in the Federal Register. Reply comments are due
90 days after publication of the notice in the Federal Register. (MB Docket No. 07-172)
IBOC Rules Published in Federal Register
The FCC’s final rules on IBOC have been published in
the Federal Register. With this publication, the details of
the second report and order from May 2007 will go into
effect. There are three items in those rules that now have
time lines. These all take effect on Sept. 14, 2007:

Vykki Olman
vykkio@eskc.com

“SERVING THE BROADCAST INDUSTRY SINCE 1978”

109 W MIDWAY DRIVE
EULESS, TX 76039
(817) 283-8321
FAX (817) 283-6514
www.kennedyseng.com
kent@kennedyseng.com

KENT KENNEDY

Northland Electrical Services LLC
Serving Kansas City
and the Surrounding Area

[

Tom Presley
6103 N.W. Klamm
Kansas City, MO 64151

New Generator & ATS Installations
Panel Breakers, ATS & Genset Replacement
After-Hours Scheduling for Broadcast Work
www.NorthlandElectrical.com

816-510-3437 cell

www.sbe59.org

]

Tpresley@kc.rr.com

816-746-6718 office

816-746-3803 fax
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PROFESSIONAL VIDEO SUPPLY INC
Brad Bartholemew
President
(913) 492-1787
9201 Cody
FAX (913) 859-0787
Overland Park, KS 66214 E-mail: bradb@pvskc.com

®
OF MISSOURI

Christopher L. Kreger
Vice President & Secretary
22406 NE 159th Street
Kearney, MO 64060

‘RF IS GOOD FOR YOU!’

fax (816) 628-4508
(800) 467-RFRF
rfmo@uniteone.net
www.rfspec.com

Part Of The C.L. Kreger Companies, Inc.

Christine Chinchilla
Broadcast Sales Specialist

40W267 Keslinger Road
P.O. Box 393
LaFox, IL 60147-0393
Toll Free: (800) 882-3872
Phone: (630) 208-2401
Fax: (630) 208-2450
E-Mail: chrisc@rell.com

broadcast.rell.com

SM

David Denton
Senior Vice President - Sales and Marketing
Direct:
400 N. Ashley Drive
Fax:
Suite 3010
Cell:
Tampa, FL 33602-4354
Toll Free:
ddenton@RichlandTowers.com
www.RichlandTowers.com

813.579.4235
813.579.4236
813.334.8833
813.827.4349

SBE Election Ballots Due August 30
By Chriss Scherer
The ballots for the SBE national elections were sent to all
members at the beginning of August. Elections are held
every year in the late summer. National officers serve oneyear terms, and board members serve two-year terms.
The board member elections are staggered so that only
half the board is elected at any given time.
This year, there is one person running for each of the four
officer positions. There are 11 people running for the six
board positions. Each ballot included information about
each of the candidates, including a bio and some insight
to the views of each candidate.
When you mail your ballot to the national office, the envelopes are held unopened until the board of tellers meets
to count the ballots. Each year, the SBE board of directors appoints a board of tellers to handle this task. Because the SBE national office is located in Indianapolis,
the members of Indianapolis SBE chapter 25 are appointed to serve as the tellers.
While the SBE has about 5,500 members, it’s disappointing to me that each election only garners about 1,000
ballots. It’s easy to put the ballot to the side and forget
about it until after the deadline, which is why it’s a good
idea to return it as soon as you can.
I also hear the argument that because someone does not
know anything about the candidates that it’s not important for him to vote. Every vote counts, and as a member
of the Society, you have a voice in its future. Read the
included materials. Contact the candidates to learn more
about them. They are also members, so get their contact
info from the SBE website. If you don’t receive a reply,
consider this as part of your selection process when you
cast your vote.
The ballots will be counted the evening of Aug. 30, and
the candidates will be informed of the election results by
noon the next day. The SBE national office will then publish a press release with the official results.
I’m concluding my second term as president, so I cannot
run for the office again because of term limits. I am eligible to run for another officer or a board position, but the
immediate past president is also a member of the board,
so I will continue in a national role at least for one year.
Next EAS Required Monthly Test: September 25
The RMT is sent on the last Tuesday of the month

www.sbe59.org
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Temporary Transmitter Site for KTPK-FM
By Roy Baum
I just finished installing a temporary transmitter site for
KTPK-FM (106.9) at the WIBW studios at Huntoon and
Wanamaker in Topeka. KTPK needed an alternate transmitter site while KTKA-TV (49 ABC) performs some structural maintenance on its tower west of Topeka. The extensive project will be complete in about six weeks.
KTPK operates from the temporary transmitter site when
the tower climbers work between 1,077 and 1,230 feet.
Since the project started on Aug. 6, I’ve switched KTPK to
the auxiliary transmitter nearly every weekday. Operating
times have ranged from 30 minutes to more than six hours.
The transmission system consists of a single-bay antenna
we purchased from RF Specialties mounted at the 100 ft.
level on WIBW’s STL tower, 7/8" heliax to the antenna, a
Marti PNP1000 FM transmitter (borrowed from Steve
Hendrix at KSAL in Salina), an STL receiver (the STL transmitter at KTPK’s studio feeds a receiver at KTKA’s tower
and the WIBW studio) and a Gentner VRC2000 dialup
remote control.

Kurt Caruthers
Director of Sales, Central Region
kcaruthers@sundig.com
913.307.0333
545 E. John Carpenter Frwy, Ste 200
Irving, TX 75062

www.sundancedigital.com

BROADCAST AUTOMATION SOLUTIONS

One problem I’ve experienced is that the Marti PNP composite input is not broadband and will only pass the composite signal. It will not pass any SCAs or the RBDS signal.
Another problem is the coverage: there is a “slight” listening radius change when switching from 100kW at 1,100
ft. to 1kW at 100 ft. Listening tests show that 1kW covers
Topeka okay, but the TSA suffers when on low power.
One other small obstacle was that I had to install 220Vac
single-phase service to the rack room where the Marti
PNP lives.

Harry Benson
Industrial Sales Manager
708-946-9500
www.ued.net

Directions to Picnic
Ed Treese’s lake house; U-2, Lake Lotawana, MO
From the Grandview Triangle follow I-470 East to the exit
for US 50 East. Follow US 50 to MO 7 North. Follow MO
7 to the Gate 3 entrance for Lake Lotawana on the east
side of the road. Enter through the gate, and then go
straight. You will be in T block. Continue around the bend
to the left to U block. The Treese house is on the right.
There is a sign over the the garage doors with the address U-2 and the Treese’s name.

CARL SMITH

Park in the driveway, the grass directly above the driveway or the parking area at the street.
If you come from I-70, take the exit for MO 7 South. Follow the directions above once you come to Gate 3.

SALES AND CUSTOMER SERVICE
605 Kansas Ave.
Kansas City, KS 66105
2 Cool Springs Road
O’Fallon, MO 63366

www.sbe59.org

913-342-0113
800-886-8658
fax 913-342-0138
c.smith@wholesalebatteries.net
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Upcoming Chapter Meetings and Events
September 8
Annual Picnic
Treese’s Lake House, Lake Lotawana

September 13
Networked audio and Codecs
Gerardo Vargas, AEQ
Zarda Barbecue, Lenexa

October 11
Digital Audio Processors
Jay Tyler, Wheatstone
Location TBA
Do you have a suggestion for a program topic?
Please share it with Mike Rogers.

NTIA Awards TV Converter Box Coupon Program Contract
The National Telecommunications and Information Administration has awarded IBM a contract to provide services for the Digital-to-Analog Converter Box Coupon Program. The Coupon Program provides for distribution and redemption of coupons that
consumers may apply toward the purchase of digital-to-analog
converter boxes. Between Jan. 1, 2008, and March 31, 2009, all
U.S. households may request up to two coupons, worth $40 each,
to be used toward the purchase of up to two digital-to-analog converter boxes until the initial $990 million allocated for the program
has been exhausted.
Additional information about the award may be found online at
www.fbo.gov, and for information about the Coupon Program, go
to www.ntia.doc.gov/dtvcoupon.

SBE59 Officers
Chairman .................................. Robin Cross ................................................................................. KCUR-FM ... 816- 235-2880 ................ crossr@umkc.edu
Vice Chairman .......................... Dave Buell .................................................... University of Central Missouri ... 660-441-7421 ................. dbuell@ucmo.edu
Secretary/Treasurer ................. Ben Weiss, CPBE .................... KMXV-FM/KCKC-FM/KFKF-FM/KBEQ-FM ... 816-753-4000 ............ bweiss@wilkskc.com
Past Chairman .......................... Matt Kinnan, CEV CBNT ............................................ Taketwo Productions ... 816-471-6554 ............ mkinnan@taketwo.tv

SBE59 Committees
Certification .............................. Chriss Scherer, CPBE CBNT ............................................ Radio magazine ... 913-967-7201 ................. cscherer@sbe.org
EAS K.C. Operational Area ....... Kirk Chestnut, CSRE ................................................ Entercom Kansas City ... 913-677-6462 .... kchestnut@entercom.com
Frequency Coordination ......... Chris Castro, CBT ........................................................................ KSHB-TV ... 816-932-4304 ................. castro@kshb.com
Newsletter ................................. Chriss Scherer, CPBE CBNT ............................................ Radio magazine ... 913-967-7201 ................. cscherer@sbe.org
Programs .................................. Michael Rogers .................................................. Rogers Broadcast Service ... 913-486-6122 ........ mrogers@everestkc.net
Website ..................................... John Gray ............................................................... V-Soft Communications ... 913-693-7744 .................. jgray@v-soft.com

Chapter 59 e-mail: sbe59@yahoo.com

SBE Chapter 59

c/o Radio magazine (Scherer)
9800 Metcalf
Overland Park, KS 66212

Chapter 59 list server: sbe-kc@yahoogroups.com

