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Meeting Notice

Thursday, July 10, Entercom Communications

7000 Squibb; Mission, KS; 913-744-3600
Gather at 11:30 a.m., lunch served at 11:45, meeting at noon
Planning the Next-generation EAS. Through a second report and order, the FCC has begun the
process of revising the Emergency Alert System. One of the key updates to the system will be the inclusion of the
Common Alerting Protocol (CAP). Other additions include access for state governors, IP-based delivery, and
enhanced access for people with disabilities and non-English speakers.
Ed Czarnecki, senior vice president of Spectrarep, will provide an overview of the technical and operational
possibilities that will accompany the changes in regulations and, and explain how the Spectrarep Alert Manager is
being designed to interface with broadcast EAS devices.
A pizza lunch will be provided by the chapter.
Last Month's Meeting
convention since 1985, which makes them the original
By Ed Treese
technology recognition. Because the recognized products
The June meeting of Chapter 59 of the Society of Broad- are chosen by a panel of broadcast engineers, the secast Engineers was held June 12, 2008 at the offices of lected products are a broad and unbiased overview of the
Penton Media in Overland Park. There were 15 in atten- latest technology from the convention. This makes the
dance. Robin Cross, chapter chairman,
Pick Hits a real taste of the NAB Show.
called the meeting to order at 11:56 a.m.
More Inside:
Sandwiches, chips and soft drinks were proAre You Prepared?
Ed Treese read the minutes of the May
vided by the chapter.
.............................. 2
meeting in the absence of Ben Weiss, chap- Backhaul for EAS
ter secretary/treasurer. The motion to apChairman’s Chat
.............................. 4
prove the minutes was made by Chriss DTV Change Apps
Avoiding Fires
Scherer, seconded by Mike Rogers. Motion
By Robin Cross
.............................. 4
passed. Ed also provided the treasurer’s SBE National Meeting
My operating method is to work to prevent
report. Robin stated that he had received
fires at the stations I have worked for. This
.............................. 5
the chapter rebate check.
is difficult to describe without a graphic.
Embedded Advertising
Imagine a square grid that is 10 × 10, with
.............................. 5
Chriss Scherer, certification chairman, noted HD Radio Action
10 being the highest. Label one side Importhat certification dates were provided in the
tant (10). Label the opposite side Unimpor.............................. 5
just-read meeting minutes, and the next lo- Wanted: News
tant (1). Label one side on the other axis
cal exams will be given in November. The
Pressing (10), and conversely label the op.............................. 6
application deadline is Sept. 19. Chriss as Upcoming meetings
posite side Not Pressing (1). (See page 2.)
newsletter editor then stated that he finally
.............................. 6
received the final newsletter sponsor check.
Everything (project, action, equipment, etc.)
falls on this grid. A fire is important (10) and pressing (10).
There was no EAS, frequency coordination or programs Some fires are unpreventable. Most fires are preventable.
report as those chairmen were absent.
If you assign every item a place on this grid it is much
easier to allot money, time or manpower to items. It would
The motion to adjourn was made by Dave Buell, seconded seem that drawing diagrams for your station would tend
to fall in the area of not pressing and important. This is
by John Gray. Motion passed.
the quadrant that will prevent the most fires. Testing a
Bob Kovas of Sprint provided an update on the 2GHz re- generator is also in this area.
location project, which included information for TV sta!
Certification Exam Dates
"
tions in Kansas City and the surrounding area.
Exam Date
Location
App. Deadline
Chriss Scherer the presented the program, an overview
Aug 8 - 18
Local Chapter
closed
of the Broadcast Engineering and Radio magazine Pick
Nov 7 - 17
Local Chapter
Sep 19, 2008
Hits of the 2008 NAB Show. Broadcast Engineering and
Feb 6 - 16, 2008 Local Chapter
Dec 31, 2008
Radio magazines have presented the Pick Hits at the NAB
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STEPHEN DINKEL
Director of
North American Sales
800-255-8090 EXT. 700
816-554-7081 DIRECT
816-554-7086 FAX
steve@burk.com

2120 SW CEDAR HILL LANE
LEE’S SUMMIT, MO 64081

I was just e-mailing a fellow chief engineer about the process I set up for maintaining a generator. It was cycled
every week for an hour. It was checked by maintenance
every month. The maintenance contract required the oil
to be changed at a specified number of run hours, which
was usually once a year. I also had the main studio and
transmitter breakers opened once every year. This tested
the transfer switch and the generator, but it also provided
a shakedown on equipment that would not stand the transfer. If you lose equipment at transfer, replace it with something else (another brand). When a piece of equipment
fails I don’t want it to fail during another power failure.

JIM SHAW
SALES ENGINEER
12012 W. 100 TERRACE
LENEXA , K ANSAS 66215
PHONE 913-492-2877 • FAX 913-492-2877
www.burstvideo.com
jshaw@everestkc.net

Rick Jennings
Power Systems Manager
2405 Nicholson, Kansas City, MO 64120-1671 • 816-245-5400 • Fax 816-245-5435
www.cometind.com • rajennings@cometind.com

Stand-by, Special Application & Prime Power Systems
Mobile, RV, Marine & Portable Generators
24 Hour Generator Service & Maintenance

Preparing your taxes for the IRS is not a fire until April 14.
I don’t like fires. They require immediate and all-consuming attention. Do you want to be a fireman?

Michael Troje
Sales Manager
4212Buckner Blvd.
Dallas, TX 75227
mtroje@contelec.com

What else falls into the not pressing and important quadrant? How about installing an ac surge suppressor or line
filter at the studio and transmitter? The list can go on. If it
falls in this area, it will become a fire at some point.

Phone: 214-275-2319
Fax: 214-381-3250
Cell: 651-295-7121

Are You Prepared?
By Steve Epstein
We all look forward to getting one of those big projects
when we get to build a new edit suite or control room. But,
if you got one, are you prepared? Most projects involve
new wiring, new equipment, outside teams and inside
personnel. Throughout the project, there will be effects to
operations and workflow. Once complete, there could be
additional situations that require workflow changes and
require personnel training. Regardless of planning, the
project’s overall success depends on how each of these
items is handled.
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Let’s start with the new wiring. A well-planned project can
(and should) be done on paper prior to the ordering, arrival and installation of new equipment. Once the paper
planning is complete, rack space can be readied (unless
the racks are part of the order) and wiring can be installed
and labeled. In some cases, connectors can be installed.
IP addresses can be provisioned and if needed, firewall
settings can be readied. All this, including the paper/computer documentation can be done while you are waiting
for the equipment to arrive. You might consider using two
sets of wire labels, one for the unconnectored ends, and
a second set once the cabling is laced in and cut to length.
Once the equipment arrives, numerous items need to be
handled. For instance, the serial number must be gathered, manuals as well as disks need to be stored and the
facility inventory needs to be updated. What about the
packing lists? Does accounting need them for reconciliation? Software and firmware versions need to be checked
and possibly updated. The equipment likely needs to be
registered with the manufacturer for warranty purposes,
so warranty cards may need to be filled out. Someone
needs to be assigned to these tasks or they are unlikely
to be done in a timely manner.

4100 Main Street
Kansas City, MO 64111
816-931-0250
Fax 816-753-2595

RAUN L. HAMILTON
Vice President &
General Manager

ELECTRONIC
VIDEO SYSTEMS
• BROADCAST
• INDUSTRIAL
• CCTV
• AUDIO VISUAL

Do you need to keep the boxes and packing material? If
so, where will they be stored and for how long? For small
projects this may be too involved, but if you are getting
100 identical receivers or 50 servers, the logistics become
very important, especially if the servers are coming in as
separate pieces (chassis, CPU, memory, optional cards).
The paperwork and parts tracking can reach more than
1,000 items quickly, and you need plans in place or you
will be overwhelmed.
If you are receiving a large order and getting rid of much
of the packing, it may be possible to recycle the cardboard and paper—this may be easier than having to repeatedly refill to company dumpster. It is also possible
that you can buy items in shipping packs. This is especially true of computer parts. Rather than being packaged
individually, items come in bulk with minimal packing.
Once everything arrives, if all the planning is in place, installation and checkout should go smoothly. It is likely that
some changes will take place during installation, and they
need to be captured and documented daily. This was
mentioned in last month’s column and is a critical issue
on most projects. It is also critical that any training materials reflect last minute changes. Once you reach this
stage, it is time to start testing workflow scenarios and
verify what works and what doesn’t. If the manufacturer is

Vykki Olman
vykkio@eskc.com

417-881-4677
800-299-4387
FAX 417-881-8753
www.evsinc.com
e-mail: raunh@evsinc.com
2029 West Woodland
Springfield, MO 65807

KENNEDY’S
ENG/EFP PRODUCTS
“SERVING THE BROADCAST INDUSTRY SINCE 1978”

109 W MIDWAY DRIVE
EULESS, TX 76039

KENT KENNEDY

Miranda Technologies Inc.
3499 Douglas-B.-Floreani
Montréal (Québec)
Canada - H4S 2C6

www.sbe59.org

Tel: 514.333.1772
1.800.224.1772
Fax: 514.333.9828
www.miranda.com

(817) 283-8321
FAX (817) 283-6514
www.kennedyseng.com
kent@kennedyseng.com

Kurt Caruthers
Director of Sales, Central Region
10842 West 156th Terrace
Overland Park, KS 66221
Tel: 913.814.0304
Cell: 913.558.8543
Fax: 913.814.0516
kcaruthe@miranda.com
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Northland Electrical Services LLC
Tom Presley

Serving Kansas City
and the Surrounding Area

[

6103 N.W. Klamm
Kansas City, MO 64151

New Generator & ATS Installations
Panel Breakers, ATS & Genset Replacement
After-Hours Scheduling for Broadcast Work
www.NorthlandElectrical.com

816-510-3437 cell

]

Tpresley@kc.rr.com

816-746-6718 office

816-746-3803 fax

PROFESSIONAL VIDEO SUPPLY INC
Brad Bartholemew
President

(913) 492-1787
9201 Cody
FAX (913) 859-0787
Overland Park, KS 66214 E-mail: bradb@pvskc.com

®
OF MISSOURI

Christopher L. Kreger
Vice President & Secretary
22406 NE 159th Street
Kearney, MO 64060

‘RF IS GOOD FOR YOU!’

fax (816) 628-4508
(800) 467-RFRF
rfmo@uniteone.net
www.rfspec.com

Part Of The C.L. Kreger Companies, Inc.

Monica Gotheridge
Broadcast Sales Specialist

40W267 Keslinger Road
P.O. Box 393
LaFox, IL 60147-0393
Toll Free: (800) 348-5580
Phone: (630) 208-2247
Fax: (630) 208-2450
E-Mail: monicak@rell.com

broadcast.rell.com

sending someone in for final checkout, this is good time
to check with them on workflow and training issues. Finally, it is time to document not only your success on the
project but also the areas you can improve next time. Make
sure the success portion finds its way to your supervisors
so they have a better idea of what you are capable of
doing for the company.
SBE Seeks EAS Backhaul Spectrum
On June 18, the Society of Broadcast Engineers submitted comments to the FCC relating to the Commission’s
pending proceeding regarding the reauction and licensing of the 700MHz D Block spectrum and creation of a
nationwide, broadband, interoperable public safety network. The interest of the SBE in this proceeding is with
respect to the improvement and enhancement of the
Emergency Alert System.
The proposal seeks to allocate 100kHz of spectrum in
two 50kHz blocks. This would be for use in transmitting
CAP messages and other data to emergency agencies
and broadcasters.
FCC Lifts Freeze on DTV Change Applications
On August 3, 2004, the Federal Communications Commission imposed a freeze on requests from full-power and
Class A television stations to maximize facilities or change
DTV channels. The FCC imposed the freeze to provide a
stable database during the channel election process and
the initial processing of applications for post-transition digital facilities. In the Third DTV Periodic Report and Order,
the Commission anticipated being able to lift the freeze in
mid-August, 2008, allowing time to process initial construction permit applications. The Commission has received
approximately 620 post-transition construction permit applications, and the Video Division has been processing
them in an expedited fashion, on average four days from
date of receipt. As a result of the Commission’s expedited processing efforts, the FCC has completed its review of, and has granted all applications, except for those
requiring international coordination or additional information from the applicant. As a result, the FCC has lifted the
freeze on the filing of maximization applications 12 weeks
earlier than originally anticipated.
Accordingly, the FCC also lifted the freeze on the filing of
maximization applications immediately. The FCC is not
accepting petitions for allotment of DTV channels for new
stations or for changes in community of license.
Next EAS Required Monthly Test: July 29
The RMT is sent on the last Tuesday of the month
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Stations that have filed for further reconsideration in the
DTV Table of Allotments Proceeding may now file applications for authorization for maximization power, if needed
to obtain authorization for the facilities they sought in
Docket 87-268.

SM

David Denton
SBE National Meeting Heads to Madison, WI
The Society of Broadcast Engineers will hold its 2008
National Meeting in Madison, WI, on Oct. 14-15. The
National Meeting will be held in conjunction with the annual Broadcasters Clinic, a three-day event that features
broadcast technical presentations for radio and television
engineers and a broadcast equipment expo. A discounted
registration fee is available until Aug. 29.

Chief Marketing Officer
Direct: 813.579.4235
400 N. Ashley Drive
Fax: 813.579.4236
Suite 3010
Cell: 813.334.8833
Tampa, FL 33602-4354
Toll Free: 800.827.4349
ddenton@rtowers.com
www.rtowers.com

Events held during the SBE National Meeting include the
fall meeting of the national Board of Directors, the annual
SBE Fellows Breakfast, the Annual Membership Meeting
and the 2008 SBE National Awards Reception and Dinner. Tickets to the SBE Awards Reception and Dinner are
available through the SBE national office.
The event will take place at the Madison Marriott West
Hotel, located in Middleton, WI. Register for the expo at
www.wi-broadcasters.org.
FCC Issues NPRM on Embedded Advertising
The FCC seeks comments on changing the current sponsorship identification rules because of the current and increasing industry reliance on embedded advertising techniques where sponsored brands are included in entertainment programming, such as product integration and
product placement. The Commission notes that as these
techniques become increasingly prevalent it is important
that the sponsorship identification rules protect the public's
right to know who is paying to air commercials or other
program matter on broadcast television and radio and
cable. MB Docket No. 08-90.

Harry Benson
Industrial Sales Manager
708-946-9500
www.ued.net

HD Radio: Converting Awareness to Action
The HD Digital Radio Alliance is focusing on converting
awareness into buying action. The Alliance has added a
mobile marketing initiative and expanded online resources
for retailers and auto dealers to the next flight of on-air
radio ads.
The mobile marketing aspect of the campaign allows consumers to receive information on HD Radio receivers,
retailers and vehicles by sending the text message "upgrade" to 34343. Texters will also have a chance to opt in
to win one of 200 HD Radio receivers and receive future
updates about HD Radio.

Penton Media, Inc.
Publisher of

Broadcast Engineering • Radio magazine • Mix
Digital Content Producer • Sound & Video Contractor
Electronic Musician • Mobile Radio Technology
and more than 100 other titles
9800 Metcalf
Overland Park, KS 66212
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913-341-1300
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Upcoming Chapter Meetings and Events
July 10
Planning Next-generation EAS
Ed Czarnecki, Spectrarep
Studios of Entercom Communications

August 14
September 11
Natioanl Weather Service Tour
Pleasant Hill, MO

September 20
Annual Picnic
Do you have a suggestion for a program topic?
Please share it with Kirk Chestnut.

Wanted: Your News and Information
The SBE59 newsletter, The Communicator, is published
every month as a service to the members, sponsors and
guests of SBE Chapter 59. We are always looking for
information on what is happening at stations and facilities
around Kansas City. Have you hired someone new? Have
you received a promotion? Have you installed some new
equipment? Tell us about it and share it with your engineering colleagues. Send any of your stories or ideas to a
chapter officer or e-mail them to sbe59@yahoo.com. Articles published in The Communicator will qualify for SBE
recertification points.

SBE59 Officers
Chairman .................................. Robin Cross ................................................................................. KCUR-FM ... 816- 235-2880 ................ crossr@umkc.edu
Vice Chairman .......................... Dave Buell, CEV ........................................... University of Central Missouri ... 660-441-7421 ................. dbuell@ucmo.edu
Secretary/Treasurer ................. Ben Weiss, CPBE .......................................................... Weiss Enterprises ... 816-353-1792 .......... bhweiss@comcast.net
Past Chairman .......................... Matt Kinnan, CEV CBNT ............................................ Taketwo Productions ... 816-471-6554 ............ mkinnan@taketwo.tv

SBE59 Committees
Certification .............................. Chriss Scherer, CPBE CBNT ............................................ Radio magazine ... 913-967-7201 ................. cscherer@sbe.org
EAS K.C. Operational Area ....... Kirk Chestnut, CPBE ................................................ Entercom Kansas City ... 913-677-6462 .... kchestnut@entercom.com
Frequency Coordination ......... Chris Castro, CBT ........................................................................ KSHB-TV ... 816-932-4304 ................. castro@kshb.com
Newsletter ................................. Chriss Scherer, CPBE CBNT ............................................ Radio magazine ... 913-967-7201 ................. cscherer@sbe.org
Programs .................................. Kirk Chestnut, CPBE ................................................ Entercom Kansas City ... 913-677-6462 .... kchestnut@entercom.com
Website ..................................... John Gray ............................................................... V-Soft Communications ... 913-693-7744 .................. jgray@v-soft.com

Chapter 59 e-mail: sbe59@yahoo.com

SBE Chapter 59

SBE

c/o Radio magazine (Scherer)
9800 Metcalf
Overland Park, KS 66212

Chapter 59 list server: sbe-kc@yahoogroups.com

